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PME Letters

In Defense of Domestic CISP

An associate of mine brought the
“Point/Counterpaint” article on cast iron
soil pipe in the Awgust 2002 issue to my
attention. He felt becauwse of my back-
!.ulll.'.rl.j and l.ru’..~||.'-.-|-.|.'|'| |'|i_-.|:|_||':.- within
thie codes and standards processes that |
wintld be pleased there were athers that
stll ermbraced whar | considered 10 be
comimon sense. But since | have left the
siforcement seclor of the codes and
stanclards process, my only mandate in
this arena is o ensure that my frm buys
quality materinl, metalls a guality prod
el and exists a5 a |||:|.|I'|I1.' mechanical
service company, As predicted, |
r|1'||1.|l:|'|i,rm| with Mr. Christinnsen's
views and easily r:';||!.l_|'.|..'n| the .|II|.-1|:||'-I1
aof a mamubacturer'saller of a |1n.'-c|.ml m
squeestian bo descredin the messenger.

The initial statement by Mr, Chris
tinnsen, was merely a report of the find
ings of the U.5 International Trade
Commission. 1 was, however, pleased
with the additional point made by Mr,
Christiensen, which is similar to my cur-
rent mandate. Buy quality materials il
vl want o install a gquality produoct
Otherwise, vour company may incur
overwhelming and unnecessary liabili-
ties, and the |-='!.'.1| conls associated with
them. | persanally do pot believe there is
an fmspecton of contractor around that is
wmaware of the controversies surrownd
ing deficiencies that exist in many
plumbing products 1oday, Colpability
exials,. The mass acceplance ol inferio
prosiucts and product standards in no
way remioves our [ability,

I dov mot recall any instance where
Mr. Christignsen sddressed or attacked
any particular company, but simply
stated that we should be aware as buy
ers and installers of materials within
the marketplace

ME Bowe seemed more frustrated
with the Morth Amencan manufactur-

ers of cast irom, and in particular, with
the Cast Iron Soal I"ipu,' Imstitute: than
with trying to address the point
capressed by Mr, Christiansen [ Ed
Morer Plense soe alse the O, X002 Letfers
cilienn for paene froen Pade Bowe an s
sulrfect), It is my understanding that
Richmond Foundry, Inc. is not a
foundry at all, but merely the distribu-
tor of pipe manufaciured at various
locatoans overseas. They in turn misbead
thie consumer by hay ing their TS dlboa
painted on the pipe, regardless of the
poent of manufacture. | would be frus-
trated also iF [ continuaally had to defend
|||.u--.||1'l|1.|:=||- 155 ES -.||'|l||:|1;||r|;,; i |1m-|]-
uct, when the extent of control my
cam pany lad over the product wos
fraomm the shipyard (o the supply house,
The counterpoant remtinds me of on
ol saying, “The guilty dog alwas harks
first.” | respect My Bowe's dedication to
her company and her necessity o sup
|'-url ks posiion on the wse of I'|'|n'||_l||1
materinke. But her lengthy response and
s of statistics obwiooshy ._'nmpll{'d I:-!.I
L5, AgEncles, lacks the .|ﬂ1rn|'-:ri.'|ln'
-_1'-|'.|1|:|,'ri';|!_' nformation one would think
would be available from o reputable for-
clgn agency, especially trom a country
that can produce materials compliant
to thie standards we have embroced. If a
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supplier is being forthright about its product, this information
should be provided to me and other consumers to make an
educated decision regarding a foreign-supplied product.

Al ome time, inspectors and indallers could rely on informa-
tHon provided during the listing process, to ensure that prod-
ucts installed were compliant with applicable codes and stan-
dards. Since that time. the listing of plumbing products kas
become a multimillion-dedlar industry in the United Srates.
The development and maintenance of the codes and stancards
utilized in these processes have become quite aggressive, com-
petitive and cutthroat, to sy the least. Most of those of us who
have participated in these processes in good faith kave only
asked that we be allowed to “compare apples with apples”

Unfortunately, in wdkay's marketplace, most lsting agencies
avoid ensuring a product’s compliance with a standard. They
now onily provide evaluations based on the et reports submit-
ted by the manufacturer or seller of the product. The problem
with thise watered down processes is that an unscrupulous
muanufacturer or seller of a produsct can shap around until they
get the test report they ane looking for. When deficiencies in the
product are brought 1o light. most agencies will not reverse
their listing of the product for fear of litigation with the manu-
Bacturer/seller and the potential loss of thelr revenue,

Forget the general public that we are charged with protect-
ing. It is easier to attack the individuals that have identified the
deficiencies of various produscts. Scrutiny of the manufacturing
process of a product should be welcomed if you are going to
participate in this arena. A retum o the development and
maintenance of prescriptive standards is a necessity in this era
of watered down “performance-hased standards” Compliance
with a tre prescriptive standard for a product should be the
goal of everyone within this industry, Consumers have that
expectation, but are being misded. Without prescriptive lan-
guage inoour codes and standards and individuals w question
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thesr application, consumers may one day wake to find out that
a soila can and a book of matches is now considered a water
heater and that a garden hose is a water distribution system, Or
worst yet, a picoe of pliable material on top of a drainage stack
is @ proper vent for ¢ drainage system, Excuse me—that last
o has already happened.

| helieve the Cast Iron Soil Pipe Institute was unfairly
attacked in the counterpoint. They have worked to not only
develop comprehensive standards for these products, but
ensure compliance from all that compete in the cast iron sodl
pipe and fitting industry. This mind set is o rarity in this indus-
try today, If we are truly comparing apples with apples in
regard to these products and the processes required to produce
these products, then the manufacturing requirements and bise-
dens should be the same whether the product is domestically
or foreign produced, From all appearances, this has not
eccurred, making the LS, International Trade Commission
correct in its assessment of non-malleable cast iron fttings
being sobd at bess than fuir market value.

If Mr. Christiansen is completely off track, as Me Bowe
would have you believe, the U5, Mint should comsider having
all wuar coins produced overseas. This may wem like a ridicu-
bous concept, but no one questions the scrutiny placed upon
the production of a penny. As important as this simple
process is to our way of life, coins still do not protect the
health and safety of our nation. But our plumbing systems do.
There is nothing wrong with questioning the integrity of the
procucts we utilize or the codes and standards that govern
their application, and maintaining high expectations for all, 11
is le:uI. cormmon sense, P

Hussell Wyman
DiversaTech Mechanical, Inc.
Ferris, TX




